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AN ACT relating to public health and l{elfare: to provide
for a canceE registry rrth the Departnent of
HealLh; to define f-efDsi tc provi-ale duties for
the Department of HeaIth; to limit thc use of
information conLained cithin the cancer
registry; to create a funcl; and to pL'oviale an
operative date-

Be it euacteil by the people of th€ State of i,lebraska,

Sectirn 1. It is the intent of the LeEislatureto reguire the establishment aBd maintenance of a cancerEegistry for the State of Nebraska. This responsibility
is tlelegated to the Department of Health along uith theauthority to exercise t-he necessary pouers to impLementsections 1 to 9 of this act. To insure an accurate andcontinuing source of data coDcerning cancer, alIhospitals rithin the state shall make availabl_e to the
Department of Health upon its request, at least once ayear, infornation contained in the nedical records ofpatients yho have caDcer cithin such time follouing its
tli.agnosis as the alepartEent shaII require. Any meilical
aloctor, osteopath, or tlcntist yithin the state may nake
such information available to the d.epartment upon request
by the deDartment. This cancer registry should provide a
central data bank of accurate, precise, and currenlinformation rhich medical authorities state HiII assistin the research for t-he prevention, cure, and coDlrol of
cancer.

Sec. 2, As used in section:: 1 to 9 of this act,
uDIess the ccntext otheryj-se requires:

(1) Cancer registry shaII :nean the system of
reporting establi-shed by sectioDs 1 to 9 of this act in
rhich t-he cases of cancer in this stat€ are reported and
recorded io or,ler to achieve the goaIs of prevention,
cure, antl control of cancer through research and
educat ion;

(2) Departoent, shall mean the Department of
Health; and

(J) Canccr shall mean: (a) A Iarge group of
di-seases characterized by an uncontrolled groHth and
soreaLL of abnornal cells; (b) any c.nditi-on of tumoEs
having the Droperties of anaplasia, inva-sicn , antl
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metastasisi (c) a c€IlulaE tuuor the natural course of
rhich is fatal; anal (d) nalignant neoplasn. CaDcer sha11
be deened to include, but not be liniteil to, carciuoua,
sarcona, nelanoma, lyaph.oua, Hodgkin I s disease, aDd
nyeloma, but shaIl not incluale precancerous conilitions,
benign polyps, or benign tuEors.

Sec. f. The department shall establish and
uaiDtaitr a registry that includes a recortl of the cases
of cancer that- occur sithin the state anal suchj,nfornation concerning these cases uhich the tlepartleDt
detertrines Decessary and appropriate for the prevetrtion,
cure, anal control of cancer.

Sec. 4. IIr ordeE
of sections 1 to 9

to inplesent
of this act,

the intent antl
the departnentr

ah
p poses

11:

includin
foEm of

( 1) Adopt trecessary
g rules anal regulations
infornation subDitted:

and regulations,
the frequency aud

rules
for

(2) Execute contracts that the departneDt
considers necessary;

(3) Receive aDd recoral the alata obtaineii fro. the
nedical records of persons haviug cancer;

({) coDpile and publish a statistical report
aDnuall-y or at reasonable intervals contaiBlDg
inforuation obtaineal frol patieDt data pursuant to
sections 1 to 9 of this act in order to provide
accessible inforEatj,oa useful to physiciaas, retlical
personnel,, and the public;

(5) corply cith a1I necessary requireuetrts iu
order to obtain fultls or grants; antl

(6) Consult vith oedical professionals aDtl
hospii-al tuDor registry antl medical recorals
representatives in fortrulating the plaus anal policies of
the cancer Eegistry pEogEam.

sec- 5. (1) otr the request of the ilepaEtretrt or
its authorized represetrtative, each hospital vithin the
state sha1I, and each nedical tloctor, osteopath, or
dentist uithin the state Eay produce and uake availableto the aiepartment or its authorized represeDtative. in a
marner prescribetl by the alepartment, data chich the
department aletermines is necessary and appropriate fron
each netlical record of cancer under the hospitalts,
doctorrs, osteopathrs, or dentistrs custody or colrtroI.
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(2) Each hospital cithin the state shall Dake
avaitable to the departDent or its authorizeil
represeotative on pEesentatioB of ProPeE itlentificatioo
of the depaEtnentrs representative, neilical recortls chich
tlocuEent the diagoosis and treatnent of cancer on the
pEe[rises of the hospital, office, or cLinic tluring nornal
rorking hours, for the purpose of recording spetific data
about a patientrs cancer.

(3) The tlata produced Pursuant to subsectioD (1)
of tbis section shalI inclutle, but not be lioited to the:

(a) Patietrtts laDe, adtlress, and avaiLabLe social
security Duaber;

(b) Patientts hospital accession number;

(c) Patientts birthdate, race, and sex;

(al) Date of diaguosis;
(e) Prinary site of cancer';

(f) stage of the tlisease, inclutliug iD situ,
localized, regi.onal', distaot, or netastasis;

(s)
al iagnost i c,

Basis of staging, inclutling
surgical evaluative, post surgical

c I inical
tr eatE eDt

pathological, or retreatoent; aod

(h) Diagnostic confiruation.
Sec. 6. 111 tlata obtained directly frou nedical

recortls of inclividual patients is for the confidential
use of the departtrent anil the private or public Persons
oE entities that the alepartlent deteruines Day vieY such
recortls in oriler to carry out the itrtent of sections I to
9 of this act. such infortration shall be privileged and
shall not otherrise be divulged or uade Public so as to
disclose the identity of an indiviclual rhose oedical
recorals have been usetl for acquiEing data- Statistical
infornation collecteal puEsuant to sections 1 to 9 of this
act shall be open and accessible to the public antl such
statistical inforaation shalI not be coDsidereil netlical
records pursuant to section Itl-712.05.

Sec. 7. No hosPital, nedical doctor, osteoPath,
or dentist, noE any adniIIistrator, officer, or emPloyee
of such hospitaL or office i! rhich any such professional
practices takes place vho is in coupl-iance eith sectioos
1 to 9 of this act, shall be civilly or crininally liable
foE divulging the inforDation requiretl Pursuatrt to
sections 1 to 9 of this act.
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Sec. 8. sectiotrs 1 to 9 of this act shall Dot
be tleeued to coopel any intlividual to subuit to any
nealical exaoioation ot supervisioo by the aePartoeDt oE
any of its authorized represeDtatives. No Patient noE
patieEtrs fanily shall be contacted bY the tlepartEent or
its authorized representatiye for ioforlatj.ou PuEsuant to
sections 1 to 9 of this act utrtil the tlePartreDt obtains
the perEissiotr of such patientrs Private physician.

Sec. 9. The departneDt shall annually rePoEt to
the legislaturers Public Health anal felfare co[littee
rith the documentation on the operatioa and perforuance
of the cancer registry progEan established PursuaDt to
sections 1 to 9 of this act.

Sec. 10. Beginning JuIy 1, 1983, the reveDue
tlerived froo one cent of the cigarette tax ioPosed bI
sections 77'2502 and 77-2616 shall be placetl io the
caDcer Research antl Registry Purtl, rhich fund is hereby
createtl. Such funil shall be usetl for funtling ( 1)
sections 81-637 to 81-640, (2) the University of Nebraska
Nebraska Epplev Institute for Research in cancer aad
Allietl Diseases, {3) sections 1 to 9 of this act, antl (tl)
for associated adniDistrative expeDses of the DePartnent
of ttealth. Any noney in such funil available for
investment shall be iBvested by the state investlent
officer pursuaDt to sections 72-1237 to 72''1269-

Sec. 11. The provisions of sectioqs 1 to 9 of
this act shall becone operative on JUIY 1, 1983, ercePt
that necessary act ions pEePaEatory to their
inplementation may be taken prior to such date.
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LEGISLA?IVE BILL 212A

Approved by the Governor April 20, 1982

IDtroduced by v. Johnson, I

Al{ ACT to appropriate fuotls to aid in carry

LBz1 2A

Legislatise
ing out the
Bilr 2'12,

legislature, First SessioD,
provisions of
Eig h ty-s even t h
198 1.

Be it enacteil by the people of the State of Nebraska,

SectioD 1- There is hereby appropriatetl
seventy-tco thousantl tlollars fron the cancer Research antl
Registry Funtl for the perioil July 1. '1983, to June 30,
198rr, to the Departnent of Health, for PrograD No- 622,
to aial iD carrying out the provisicns of Legislative Bill
212, Eighty-seventh Legislature, First session, '1981.
Total expenditures for pernanent and tenPoraEy salaries
aud per diem fron funtls appropriated in this section
shaII not exceetl forty thousald ilolLars for the period
July 1, 1983, to June 30, 1984.
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